and his equally talented sons who became leaders of the bar, the bench, and, in the case of William, the medical community of the whole Anglo-American world. Gidney and Millar write of the enduring Ontario professional ideal as the creation of "aristocrats of intellects". A relative once described the Osler boys as "English gentlemen with American energy".
For once the reviewers' cliche is true: it is impossible to do justice to Professional gentlemen in a few hundred words. Main, Peter Lang, 1995, pp. 252, illus., DM 31.00 (3-631-48140-3) .
This biographical account follows a hagiographic approach, trying to restore Schaudinn to his proper place in history as a great scientist and the true discoverer of the agent of syphilis. Jointly with the physician Erich Hoffmann, the zoologist Friedrich Schaudinn is regarded as the discoverer of the causal organism of syphilis, Spirochaeta pallida. As to the authors of the book, the first of them was a distinguished venerologist and sexologist (born in 1909, he died last year), the other teaches sociology and has a particular interest in problems of sexology and medicine.
The work is not a contribution to historical discussion; the authors have, apparently deliberately, ignored almost everything written on their subject before. They justify this by stating that their aim is to let the facts speak for themselves (p. 6). Concerning Schaudinn's role in the discovery of Spirochaeta pallida, the argument is not pursued consistently, just as no problem or question is consistently dealt with in the book as a whole. Sometimes short arguments or explanations are given, but these are not informed by recent research in the history of medicine or science and often consist of platitudes about the characteristics of "all great men" or "all intellectuals". In general, many of the authors' judgments are wrong because the historical context has not been taken into account.
So The overriding importance of producing reliable but compact editions has led to a certain economy of explanation for the uninformed or unalert reader. Questions of editing principle are addressed only in the introduction to part two, where the editor articulates "the problem of whether to correct in the interests of scientific accuracy or in conformity with the source from which the text derives". In the case of the Practica brevis his approach is, in the absence of any [critical] edition of the Latin original, "to convey the sense of the text, not by restricting comparison to the early printed version of the Latin, but by drawing on the manuscript tradition". Only at
